
Bijlage brief Dumi: 
 

From    : Mr. D. Ndlovu 

To        : The Chairperson (Lusulu Foundation NL) 

 

Subject: Progress Report and Update, 19th November 2009. 
 

1. General: It has been a fairly long period before a report was submitted 

from our side. There has been a quiet period /spell for the greater part of 

October. Now things are on track once more. 

 
2. Delivery Of Materials 

The order, getting quotations was quite a challenge, some companies were 

rather reluctant to give quotations, and some were not forthcoming but 

seemingly delaying. It took me a week to get things done! The company that 
got the tender was active and responded very favorably! I wish they could 

maintain that stance and attitude. From the face value, organizing materials 

worth thousands of US$ seemed an easy task but it later proved not to be a 

one day job! The A-frames (trusses) took more than four days to make. The 
zinc according to the supplier was to be ordered fro South Africa, but upon 

considering the quality there, it appeared that it was rather the poor quality-

the type that was used for roofing the first block for the primary school- the 

zinc that got torn into pieces like pieces of paper! So the supplier (TPA) wanted 

to avoid that at all costs. And they seemingly succeeded because the quality 
was improved this time around. The other factor in the delay for the delivery 

was that some of the material had to be manufactured as it is not always kept 

on the shelves in the quantities required. The material was finally delivered in 

a big truck on the 7th of November 2009. This was a bulk delivery and ¾ of the 
material were included. Since this was a big truck, the small items like nails 

and paints had to be left out. TPA is finally delivering these on the 20th of 

November. This is not at an extra cost! 

 
3. Progress On The Building Project 

Immediately upon delivery of the materials, the builders’ resumed work. The 

next stage for both projects was fitting of the door and window frames. Then 

the rest of the activities will follow. At the primary school, the parents also 
continued molding some more concrete blocks in preparation for the next 

project which is the teacher’s cottage. 

 

4. Soccer Tournament 

When the officials of TPA came to Lusulu, to take the measurements for the 
Agrilab, we muted (together) with them, the possibility of an under 18boys 

soccer tournament for schools and clubs, around the Lusulu zone. This idea 

was taken positively by the supplying company. Play-offs were conducted 

among the nine contesting teams including our school team. Then the best 
four teams met for the final contest on the 31st of October 2009. The idea of 

the tournament  was not only to get the best team winning but also to get the 

best players for the tournament  so that these were identified and taken for 



further trials, so that if they are successful they can have an opportunity of 

playing professional football with one of the country’s oldest football club- 

highlanders FC. This was done since TPA organized a trip with the officials from 

highlanders, the local media, and personnel from sports outfit company, to 
come down to Lusulu for the purpose of scouting for soccer talent. So the 31st 

of October was a big day, for the Lusulu community. The school team came 

out as the winners of the tournament. As if this was not adequate, four of the 

school team boys were identified as being among the best players. Five other 
players came from other teams. All in all, nine youngsters were selected to go 

and do their further trials in Bulawayo during the trial period -January and 

February 2010. The transport, accommodation and feeding of the players will 

be taken care of by TPA. 
 

The wining and contesting schools and individuals got a variety of prizes in the 

form of cement, door and window frames, sports kits (uniforms) and many 

more. This was a unique gesture from a local company. Soccer is one of the 

most popular sports in the world and in Lusulu it has become even popular. 
More youngsters have since then been motivated towards football instead of 

spending time doing dangerous activities likely to lead them into HIV and 

AIDS. The gesture by TPA is greatly applauded and the efforts of Lusulu 

foundation –enormous. This tournament according to TPA is going to be an 
annual event and in the near future it will also spread out to cover netball so 

the girl child is also taken care of. 

 

5. The Rains / The Planting Season 
Our summer has just started with the rains pouring very favorably. The 

predictions are that the rains will be early so the farmers have been advised to 

start planting right away. The situation on the ground is much better than 

what was obtained in the last season. Maize seed is seemingly available in the 
shops – in some seed selling shops. The problem with some farmers will be 

how to get hard currency –US dollar and the SA rand. Farmers in the Lusulu 

area usually (but not all of them) get seed subsidy from the Government but of 

late this has not materialized. Lusulu is generally known to be the bread basket 

for Binga and Hwange because of its high yields in farming activities especially 
maize and cotton. 

 

Getting maize seed from Bulawayo is a challenge for most farmers in Lusulu. 

As a result of this observation, TPA has indicated an interest in bringing the 
maize seed down in to Lusulu (not for free) but to enable the farmers to buy it 

without spending on transport. We look forward to the success of this project 

as well. 

 
Communications 

Of late, the Lusulu community has thought of approaching tele-

communications companies to come down to Lusulu and carry out feasibility 

studies towards putting up a cellular network there. Towards that end, myself 

and another member of Lusulu development committee have been sent down 
to Bulawayo to approach these companies- Net one and Econet on that 

subject. This has been done and the responses are such that their operation 



teams will be coming down to Lusulu very shortly- maybe before the end of 

the first quarter of 2010 – to carry out a market survey on the subject. We 

hope that this will be taken seriously and implemented so Lusulu is connected 

to the world as well. 
 

6. External Examinations 

Finally the time for the O and A level examinations is out. To the surprise of 

the most teachers, the exams are commencing rather late- 24 November 
stretching into December 18 2009. This means an extension of the term for 

the teachers who will be invigilating. This also means delayed entry for the 

same teachers into the planting season. Teachers get their supplementaries 

from farming and other activities especially during the vacation. An extended 
term then means that they will also lose out on farming. Salaries are already 

very low to enable the teachers to hire extra work in the fields. Then this 

means the teachers (rural teacher for example) will lose out on food 

production and security. For this extension, the ministry has not been clear on 

invigilation allowances –neither have they been clear on whether the 2010 first 
term will be delayed- to give teachers adequate resting time. 

 

On the subject of students’ readiness for exams, the morale seems to be 

rather low this year. The year, its very clear to all, has been disturbed by 
delays, strikes, or threats and so forth. So, most of the students do not have 

much confidence towards exams this year. 

 

7. Awards Of Excellence 
In the schools (district) awards for excellence, Lusulu was on the map for 

scooping prizes in this year’s Better Schools Program (Zimbabwe). The school 

won awards in: 

 the most improved school in terms of infrastructural development 
 the gold medal in girls netball 

 award for the best literature in English and divinity (A level) and 

 the best results in the district in agriculture at O Level 

 

This is over and above the disturbing situation that we experienced in 
2008/2007. We wish to extent our gratitude to Lusulu foundation for their 

support in all this effort and achievements. 

 

Finally we look forward to completion of the projects embarking on 
maintenance and starting on new projects by the first quarter of 2010. 

 

Best regards and greetings to the board, Rijn IJssel, Friesland College, Wyster 

and many more, the list is so long.  
 

Thank you, 

 

D. Ndlovu (head). 



 

 

ADENDUM TO MY REPORT 19/11/2009 
 

1. The Primary School Teacher’s Cottage Yes it was agreed or proposed 

in the previous meeting that the next cottage was to the primary school. 

As a new school and as the first cottage, it is really ideal that we stick to 
the ministerial requirements of a standard F14 teacher’s house or D12 

which are most commonly used for schools. Currently, the primary 

school has six teachers already. So the idea of some teachers staying 

there might not work for now unless structures are built –which might 
take some time of course. The primary school, by right should have its 

own staff quarters and classrooms and other facilities. It is only a 

gentleman understanding that we accommodate teachers from there or 

the other way round. 

 
2. The Christmas appreciation is very much appreciated! Full details of 

the division and the names will be sent to you in due course. 

 

3. The Christmas card has not yet arrived. Maybe it’s still on its way! 
 

4. The issue of bonding students to the school is very clear to all and 

the sundry. When the people are at the stage of making applications, 

they pretend to fully understanding the conditions of the contract. But it 
becomes something else if one begins to see the light at the end of the 

tunnel, then he/she pretends not to be clear about the whole package. 

All those who have gone through my hands in terms of recommendation 

know it fully well together with the bonding system.  
 

5. The team development plan is coming to you at the end of the year. 

 

 

Thank you, 
 

D. Ndlovu (head). 

 

 
 

 


